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Warren William, suave, debonair, and a talented Hollywood 
leading man who often played playboys or intense lawyers 
in the 1930s -’40s. Photo courtesy Marcia Hasskamp.

Suave, debonair, and multi-
talented, people said he re-
sembled John Barrymore. 
So did Harry Warner when 
he saw Warren William on 

stage in New York and War-
ner Brothers Studios signed 
him. With his rich, melodic 
speaking voice, Warren 
William was a natural for 

Warner Brothers’ new “talk-
ies” fi lms. His fi rst talkie was 
Honor of the Family (1931) 
and The Mouthpiece (1932), 
which became a break-

through role.
An ideal leading man – 

mysterious, dark, handsome 
– Warren William had a 
fi rst-rate speaking voice. He 
began to be typecast, mostly 
as villains, cads and woman-
izers. He often portrayed 
opportunistic, unscrupu-
lous, unsympathetic rogues 
with no conscience, plenty 
of ego, yet romantically 
charming and sexy. Audi-
ences liked him. Some of his 
leading ladies were Bette 
Davis, Joan Blondell, Ann 
Dvorak, Loretta Young, and 
Claudette Colbert. Colbert 
requested that Cecil B. De-
Mille star him in Cleopatra 
(1934), and Warren William 
was cast as Julius Caesar.
Many of his more sugges-

tive early movies were “pre-
Production Code” and made 
before America’s Motion 
Picture Production (Hays) 
Code began in July, 1934, 
(some reports say the con-
duct code spawned during 
the Great Depression after 
a revival of conservative 
beliefs).
In 1934, Warren William 

became the fi rst Perry Ma-
son in The Case of the Howl-
ing Dog. And, later, he made 
a series of Michael Lanyard’s 
The Lone Wolf. A talented 
actor, his characters in a 
single movie could be ruth-

less, romantic, even funny. 
Excellent stage training gave 
him skills and fl exibility to 
mimic exact personalities 
demanded for any role. His 
versatility was popular with 
Hollywood studios from 
love-hate romantic leads, to 
well-respected detectives 
and attorneys.
Ironically, Warren William’s 

on-screen persona of a sin-
fully wealthy, world-travel-
ing seducer of women was 
just the opposite in real life. 

He was sometimes shy. He 
enjoyed working around his 
estate and remained happily 
married to his wife, Helen. 
He lived well, but modestly, 
for the times. Although he 
did not completely shun 
Hollywood’s high life, he 
did not embrace it, either.
Helen was quoted as say-

ing that her husband had 
three passions: “Inventing, 
gardening and keeping 
tidy.” Warren William grew 
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•The Town that Forgot God 
(1922)
•Plunder (1923)
•Twelve Miles Out, uncred-
ited (1927)
•Honor of the Family (1931)
•Expensive Women (1931)
•Under Eighteen (1932)
•The Woman from Monte 
Carlo (1932)
•Beauty and the Boss 
(1932)
•The Mouthpiece (1932)
•The Dark Horse (1932)
•Skyscraper Souls (1932)
•Three on a Match (1932)
•The Match King (1932)
•Employees ’  Ent rance 
(1933)
•The Mind Reader (1933)
•Gold Diggers of 1933 
(1933)
•Goodbye Again (1933)
•Lady for a Day (1933)
•Bedside (1934)
•Upperworld (1934)
•Smarty (1934)
•Dr. Monica (1934)
•The Dragon Murder Case 
(1934)
•The Case of the Howl-
ing Dog (1934) as Perry 
Mason

•Cleopatra (1934)
•Imitation of Life (1934)
•The Secret Bride (1934)
•Living on Velvet (1935)
•The Case of the Curious 
Bride (1935) as Perry Ma-
son
•Don’t  Bet on Blondes 
(1935)
•The Case of the Lucky Legs 
(1935) as Perry Mason
•The Widow from Monte 
Carlo (1935)
•Times Square Playboy 
(1936)
•Satan Met a Lady (1936)
•The Case of the Velvet 
Claws (1936) as Perry Ma-
son
•Stage Struck (1936)
•Go West  Young Man 
(1936)
•Outcast (1937)
• Midnight Madonna 
(1937)
•The Firefl y (1937)
•Madame X (1937)
•Arsène Lupin Returns 
(1938)
•The First Hundred Years 
(1938)
•Wives Under Suspicion 
(1938)

•The Lone Wolf Spy Hunt 
(1939)
•The Gracie Allen Murder 
Case (1939)
•The Man in the Iron Mask 
(1939)
•Day-Time Wife (1939)
•The Lone Wolf Strikes 
(1940)
•The Lone Wolf Meets a 
Lady (1940)
•Lillian Russell (1940)
•Trai l  of the Vigi lantes 
(1940)
•Arizona (1940)
•The Lone Wolf Keeps a 
Date (1941)
•The Lone Wolf Takes a 
Chance (1941)
•Wild Geese Calling (1941)
•Secrets of the Lone Wolf 
(1941)
•The Wolf Man (1941)
•Wild Bil l Hickok Rides 
(1942)
•Counter-Espionage (1942)
•One Dangerous Night 
(1943)
•Passport to Suez (1943)
•Strange Illusion (1945)
•Fear (1946)
•The Private Affairs of Bel 
Ami (1947)

Filmography of Warren William (Krech)
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Building Supplies
Aitkin Hardwoods • 1-888-927-6515
T & G Paneling • Moulding • Millwork • Doors
Windows • Cabinets  • Flooring • Lumber w39

Countryside Millwork • 218-768-4083
Doors, windows, lumber, siding, materials, fl ooring, 
fi repalces. We Work for YOU! w39

Hometown Building Supplies
Your Building Materials Headquarters • Aitkin
218-927-7077 • Mon. - Fri. 8-5:30, Sat. 8-3 tfn

Carpenter/Handyman
Carpenter/Handyman • 218-927-6086 or 218-
927-5366 Remodeling • Additions • Flooring • Decks 
Garages • Siding • Roofi ng • FREE Estimates w29

Cellular Phones & Service
SPRINT PCS Available at the NewsHopper • Aitkin 
218-927-6990 • No Roaming • Never Pay Huge Over-
ages• Enjoy LIVE TV, Wireless Music Downloads, Play 
Games & Access Web                        tfn

Concrete Production

Concrete & Masonry Associates, Inc. -
Block • Brick • Stone • Flat Work• FREE Estimates
Carl Kurtz, Aitkin 218-927-6627
Randy Slette, Baxter 218-829-5740   w38

Customix Concrete • 320-676-1500
Quality Concrete Mixed Fresh on Site
Pay only for what you use • Precast Storm Shelters, Boat 
Ramp Planks, Frost Pillars, Parking Curb Block   tfn

Concrete Production

M & M Masonry • 218-678-2764 
Insulated poured walls, fl at work with printing and stain-
ing. Tile and cultured stone. Glass block. w38

Progressive Poured Walls • 218-927-2648
Standard or Insulated Poured Walls, Concrete Homes, 
Concrete Pumping. w38

Contractors  
Von Gross Pole Buildings 
Lic. #20408955 • 218-927-2408 • 877-331-7671  w3

Westerlund Custom Builders, Inc. 
• New homes and buildings • Roofs, decks, etc.  
#20216038 • Neil Westerlund  1-877-723-6716 w708

Custom Framing
Nord Lake Refl ections
217 Minnesota Ave. N., Aitkin  •  218-927-3317
Framing  •  Gifts  •  Prints tfn

 Dry Cleaning
Anderson Cleaners • 218-829-5269
Three locations to meet your dry cleaning needs. Holder 
Drug in Aitkin; Shirl’s Sewing in Crosby and Snyder Drug 
in McGregor. w49

Drywall
JB Drywall • 320-684-2206
Cell 651-270-4720 w38

Larson Drywall Inc. • 218-927-3707
Licensed, Insured & Bonded
Free Estimates w33

Advertising/Newspaper/Shopper
NEWSHOPPER 218-927-6990 • 800-927-4498 
Best Things in Life are FREE! 25,000+ average circula-
tion. Classifi ed Ads, Display Ads & Inserts
www.NewsHopper.net tfn

n Air Conditioning & Heating
Ken’s Heating & Mobile Home Supply 
LP & Natural Gas  •  Nationally Certifi ed
Service Technician  –  30 Years Experience
Residential & Commercial  •  Mobile Home
Heating and Air Conditioning • RV’s/Supplies
1-888-989-6720  •  Aitkin w39

Northern Air Plumbing & Heating • 218-927-6828 
New Construction, Remodeling, Turbo Soft Water, Car-
rier, Venmar. VänEE/AVS • naph@mlecmn.net w39

Appliance Repair
Jim Blakesley Appliance Repair & Service
218-927-2027 • 1-888-450-8845 • Aitkin
Washers, Dryers, Stoves, Refrigerators, Air 
Conditions, Septic Protectors, and MORE.
I Repair Almost Anything That Is Broken tfn

ATV/Motorcycle/Recreational
Farm Island Repair and Marine • 218-927-6395
YAMAHA ATV’s and Rhinos - New and Used. 
Sales • Accessories • Service All Brands. w41

Banking 
Security State Bank • 218-927-3765 Main Bank
218-927-3150 County Market Branch
24 Hr. Phone banking 218-927-4192
www.ssbmn.com Four locations to serve you.  w39

Boat & Marine
Farm Island Repair and Marine • 218-927-6395
YAMAHA ATV’s and Rhinos - New and Used. 
Sales • Accessories • Service All Brands. w41

Hopper’s Helpers
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Electricians
ERIC WADE ELECTRIC • 218-927-2928
Residential & Commercial• Master Electrician
NO JOB TOO SMALL • FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed • Bonded • Insured Cell 651-341-0784 w43

Excavating
John Benson Excavating • Septic Systems,
Building Site Prep, Demolition, Backhoe, Dozer, Track 
Skidsteer Work. Black Dirt & Fill. 218-678-3031 or 218-
821-8719 w44

Full Excavating: Bobcat work, Demo, Dirt hauling, Fill, 
Grading, Driveways and more. NO JOB TOO SMALL • 
FREE ESTIMATES • 218-851-7597         w44

       Flooring Materials & Installation
Hudrlik Carpet & Tile • 218-927-6633
Best price and quality for over 57 years,
Easy as A.B.C. Aitkin • Baxter • Crosby          w39

Furniture
Aitkin Furniture • 218-927-2617
for all of your furniture & fl ooring needs.
FREE estimates & delivery 1-800-543-7214 w39

Glass
Aitkin Glass Service
36770 - 390th Ave., Aitkin
218-927-4624 • 800-958-6442
Auto • Residential • Commercial Glass Installation  tfn

Home Video Transfer
C-I Video Production • 800-622-8222 • 218-545-1078
Preserve your precious memories. Transfer your 
home movies, pictures, slides and VHS to DVD; 16mm, 
8mm, camcorder tapes, other media. Duplication of 
CD’s and DVD’s w27



NewsHopperTM June 23, 2007 15

1930’s-40’s Hollywood star, Warren William’s boyhood 
Aitkin home where he lived with parents Freeman and Fran-
ces (Potter) Krech and two sisters. This picture was taken in 
the winter of 1934, and is courtesy of Betty Fossen, whose 
grandfather F. H. MacGregor, purchased the former Krech 
residence and raised his family there.

Warren William Krech (continued from page 14)

orange trees, limes, walnuts, 
plus fl owers such as garde-
nias and bird of paradise. 
With his large tractor, he 
landscaped, terraced, and 
had a sun-ray water heating 
system and his Encino estate 
was called “one of the best 
in fi lm land.”
As an inventor, Warren 

William held several patents. 
One was for a design of the 
fi rst lawn vacuum made from 
an old auto chassis. His in-
ventions often were planned 
to make his life more enjoy-
able. He made a revolving 

cupboard for hats and turned 
an old panel delivery truck 
into a “mobile trailer” before 
they were known. It had 
makeup equipment and a 
place to sleep on the way to 
the studio. He also had dogs, 
enjoyed playing tennis, and 
was an experienced yachts-
man who loved the sea and 
had a nautical chart room in 
his home.
During his career, Warren 

William is credited with over 
60 films; his most famous 
probably being Cleopatra, 
Madam X and Imitation of 

Life. He was a movie favor-
ite for 15 years, sometimes 
called “the poor man’s John 
Barrymore” and his star is 
on the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame. His last fi lm was The 
Private Affairs of Bel Ami 
(1947). His movies are still 
shown on Turner Classic 
Movies.
Warren William Krech died 

Sept. 24, 1948 in Hollywood 
after about a year’s illness. 
News reports listed the cause 
as weakened by a rare blood 
disease and “Virus X,” but 
it was multiple myeloma, a 
bone marrow cancer, plus 
pneumonia. He was only 
53. He and Helen had been 
married 25 years. She died a 
few months later.

Thank you to Tom and 
Marcia Hasskamp, great-
grandchildren of Col. War-
ren Potter, for sharing fam-
ily photographs of Warren 
William Krech.

Hoppers Helper’s Service Directory lists 
businesses that are ready to help you!

SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES
5 lines for $10.00 per week
4 lines for $8.00 per week
3 lines for $6.00 per week

Special: Take 25% off with a 26 week commitment

Your Business Category
To add your business to the Hopper’s Helpers Service 
Directory,  contact the NewsHopper at  218-927-6990,  
1-800-927-4498, fax: 218-927-6980 
or e-mail: hopper@emily.net

Pet Care Service
DOGPATCH • 218-927-4353
Expert Pet Grooming & Boarding Services. West of Aitkin 
on Cedar Brook Rd.  tfn

Plumbing & Heating
GRAVELLE PLUMBING & HEATING •218-927-2624
Air Conditioning & Ventilation. Sales • Heating • Installa-
tions • Service • Lennox • Burnham • Wirsbo  w39

Pole Buildings
Von Gross Pole Buildings 
Lic. #20408955 • 218-927-2408 • 877-331-7671  w3

Printers/Printing
Lakeland Printers • 320-676-3167
Full color / black and white copies • Auction bills
Specialize in single and multi-colored inserts w1208

Property Maintenance
Painting, Staining, Power Washing, Lawn-
care, Property Maintenance, Cleaning & 
More...Call Mike 218-820-0142  w40

Roofi ng
A-1 Roofi ng • 218-678-2089
Commerical & Resdiential
40+ Years Experience w39

Septic Service
Kangas Enterprises, Inc. • 1-218-768-2575   
Septic Pumping • Portable Toilets • Septic Systems 
Excavating • CCTV Sewer Line Camera Lic. #2526  w39

Siding Contractors
A-1 Roofi ng • 1-218-678-2089  
Windows • Siding • Roofi ng • Soffi t • Fascia • Vinyl
Steel • Aluminum • Wood • Brands: Rollex, Emco
FREE ESTIMATES, Licensed & Insured  w40

To add your business to the 
Hopper’s Helpers Service Directory,

 contact the NEWSHOPPER at  218-927-6990,  
1-800-927-4498, fax: 218-927-6980 

or e-mail: hopper@emily.net
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Landscaping • Lawn Services

R & R Landscaping & Tree Removal•218-927-2855 
For all your excavating and landscaping needs. Patios, 
Boulder Walls, Rip Rap Rock, Sod, Class 5, Driveways, 
Building Pads, Basements, Road Building, Black Dirt, 
Sand, Gravel. For FREE estimates call Greg 
218-839-3371 or 218-927-2855; www.randrtrl.com w36

Nelson Lawn & Landscape • 218-927-3891
Bobcat work • Retaining walls • Shoreline rock • Sod
Seeding • Flagstone walks • Patios • Fill work • Black dirt 
• Class 5 • Sand • FREE ESTIMATES Fully insured  w28

Manufactured Homes
Cedar Creek Homes Inc. • 1-800-834-3378 
Over 8 acres of new/used manufactured and modular 
homes • over 40 to choose from. w39

Mortgage Services
www.timberland-mortgage.com
Timberland Mortgage Services, Inc.
Purchases • Refi nance • Reverse Mortgages
For current rates & loan information see website or call 
1-800-311-4554, Peter w48

Nursery  

Gilby’s Nursery 
& Orchard
#1 choice for fruit trees, container grown 
trees & small fruit. 218-768-4347 Cell: 
612-201-9887 www.gilbysnursery.com w38

Steel Buildings

Rigid Steel Buildings • 218-831-1504
30’ x 40’ to 100’ x 300’
We deal on Bigger Buildings! w43

Tattooing
Skin Deep Tattoo• 218-927-1400 
Portraits by Josh on Paper or Skin. GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
Old, faded tattoos reworked or covered up with new 
designs-sharp lines-bright colors. 30 years experience. 
Hawaiian-Custom-one of a kind art. Wed.-Fri. 2pm-7pm; 
Sat. 10am-5pm • Corner of Hwy. 169 & 210 in Aitkin   tfn

Television Service
Enberg’s TV Since 1954 • 218-927-2988
Dish Network, Antenna, Tower and TV 
HD TV Zenith, LG & Toshiba • 1-888-ENBERGS w39

Tree Removal
Northern Tree Specialists • 218-851-4781 
Hazardous Tree Removal • Free Trimming • Bolting & 
Cabling • Cracked Limb Support • Lot/Land Cleaning 
• 24 Hour Storm Damage Service • Fully Insured • 
FREE ESTIMATES • 866-336-3956 w49

_________________________________________________

R & R Landscaping & Tree Removal
218-927-2855 • Tree Removal, Stump Grinding, Storm 
Damage Cleanup, Aerial Truck, Land & Lot Clearing, Trail 
Brushing, Ditch Cleaning. For FREE estimates 218-839-
3371 or 218-927-2855; www.randrtrl.com w36

Tree Removal
Kokesh Stump Tree Removal • 218-927-2745
Expert, Cost-Effi cent Service • Safe Removal of Stumps, 
Trees and Other Wood Waste • Stump Grinding w38

Water / Well Drilling
North Star Water Wells • 218-829-0892
Water Well Drilling & Pump Service
FREE ESTIMATES • 1-888-829-0892 w39

Website Design & Hosting

Website Design & Hosting • DVD Production 
Macintosh Technical Support & Software Training 
http://www.tadpolemedia.com 218-678-2910 w41

Windows
BetterLiving Concepts • 1-888-824-5551
Renewal by Andersen • Replacement windows & doors 
• (BetterLiving) sunrooms w39

Window Coverings
Shades & Shutters  Window Treatment 
Sales & Installation, call Wendie for consultations 218-
927-4904 or 218-838-3514  w40

Garrison Walleye hooked on “A 
Brighter Idea”
On Tues., June 5, in Garri-

son, the statue of the walleye 
revealed its “brighter idea” 
to promote energy con-
servation in the state. This 
well-known statue donned a 
12-foot high 
compact fl o-
rescent bulb 
(CFL) inflat-
a b l e  b a l -
loon above 
its head to 
help kick off 
Mille Lacs En-
ergy Coop-
erative’s and 
Great River 
Energy’s “A 
Brighter Idea” 
campaign to 
e n c ou r a g e 
Minnesotans to install CFL 
bulbs in their homes. By 
doing so, homeowners will 

not only help conserve en-
ergy, but also save money in 
energy costs.
Great River Energy and its 

28 member cooperatives, 
which includes Mille Lacs 

Energy, are dedicated to hav-
ing each of their 500,000+ 
residential customers replace 

fi ve incandescent light bulbs 
with CFL bulbs. A single CFL 
bulb can save a homeowner 
$30 in energy costs over its 
lifetime. What’s more, if all 
of Great River Energy’s resi-

dential custom-
ers switched 
five incandes-
cent bulbs to 
CFL bulbs, they 
wou ld  have 
the power to 
eliminate over 
200,000 tons 
of greenhouse 
gas emissions 
e v e r y  y e a r 
– the equiva-
lent of remov-
ing 38,000 cars 
from the road. 

For more information on 
the initiative, visit www.
mnbrighterideas.com. 

ACI offers pre-finish exterior/interior 
solutions for every season. Winter, 

Spring, Summer or Fall...
Let ACI be your one stop shop for 
ALL your factory pre-finish needs.

• Costs Less • No Weather Delays • Install & Close 365 Days a Year!
• Better Coverage, Protection & Quality • 15 & 25 Year Warranties

Call us today and let us do your next project!

1-877-224-9110
Aitkin & Shakopee                  www.aciprefinish.com

Installers and field
painting also available.

Child Discipline
1) Teach your child self-control by your example.
2) Set routines for bedtime, meals, and chores.
3) Explain reasons for your rules.
4) Try to understand your child’s feelings.
5) If your child breaks a rule, control your anger.
6) Compliment your child often.

This tip offered by Head Start, Lakes & Pines CAC, 
Inc., 800-832-6082 toll-free or 320-679-1800 offi ce and 
TDD.
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